AHGA Bumblebee letter for all HFF members;

Dear Member of the Australian Protected Cropping Industry,

Letter to the Federal Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry

regarding the importation of bumblebees on to the Australian mainland

The AHGA has a submission before the Australian government to import bumblebees onto the mainland so that they can be commercially produced to provide a pollination service to greenhouse tomato, capsicum, strawberry and eggplant growers. It has been a lengthy and demanding process taking over 10 years and more than $150,000. It is now in its final stage with the Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, where it is being reviewed, and a recommendation will be made on which the Minister will

make a decision. This is one of the most significant decisions that will be made for this industry. Overseas bumblebees are used by all other countries with a developed greenhouse industry. In Australia, it has been estimated that it will be worth $40 million per year to greenhouse hydroponic tomato producers alone.

However, there has been a large, well organised opposition to the proposal that threatens the success of this submission. If the often wild and unsubstantiated claims are allowed to succeed it will condemn the Australian industry to a situation of continued non-competitiveness with countries importing tomatoes into Australia and importantly the continuation of the more expensive manual pollination techniques, lower productivity and fruit quality plus greater pesticide use. The AHGA has answered all of the criticisms and is confident that the introduction of bumblebees onto the mainland will represent no environmental risk. 

It is now time for all members of this industry to write in whatever way they can to the Australian government to voice their strong support for the introduction of bumblebees onto mainland Australia. Increased productivity, reduced costs, international competitiveness and opportunities for reduced

pesticide use are at stake. You are requested to write a letter to the Hon Tony Burke, Minister for

Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry. It is preferred that you use your own words, but you may wish to adopt the enclosed format inserting a few reasons from the list provided. 

The AHGA is recommending that you write to the Minister for Agriculture to point out:

.
The importance of bumblebee technology to the protected cropping industry and the economic and environmental benefits of this technology initiative

.
The fact that Australia is the only country with a developed greenhouse industry that does not have this technology available

.
The firm belief that it represents no environmental risk to mainland Australia; and

.
To request that he support this submission by writing to the Minister for the Environment, Water, Heritage & the Arts (Minister Garrett) on this matter.

The Executive Summary in the AHGA submission to the Australian Government is almost 10 pages. A number of key points from the summary are provided to assist you in preparing your letter. You do not have to use all of them, but remember that your letter is going to the Minister for Agriculture so

economic benefit of, and opportunities for reduced pesticide use due to the introduction of bumblebees, must be the main reasons given in support of the submission.

Key Points from the Executive Summary for your information:

1.
Economic benefits

.
Bumblebees have been reared commercially since the late 1980's. There are over 30 production companies in 19 countries, servicing 40 countries in Europe, North America, South America, New Zealand, and Asia

.
Bumblebees greatly improve pollination of greenhouse crops (e.g. tomato, capsicum, eggplant, berry fruit) 

.
Ninety five percent of all use is in greenhouse tomato crops, because not only are bumblebees excellent buzz pollinators, but tomatoes are a high value crop, needed to justify the cost of bumblebee production 

.
Their use not only saves on manual pollination costs, but results in greatly increased yields of better quality fruit. Overall in Australia, it is estimated that the economic benefit of bumblebee pollination would be A$40 million per year to the greenhouse tomato industry alone

.
There has been very rapid uptake of bumblebee technology by growers where they are available. Australia is one of the few countries in the world without access, and this puts us at an increasingly severe disadvantage in a free market economy. This technology is sophisticated and proven, and is used by all of Australia's major competitors, including New Zealand. This is a major concern to the Australian greenhouse industry

.
Lack of bumblebee pollination has seriously limited investment and expansion in the greenhouse industry, which lags behind that of other countries.

2.
Environmental benefit

.
Bumblebees are sensitive to pesticides so their use would provide significant incentive for the enhanced adoption of biological control techniques currently available for pest management

3.
Environmental concerns

Opponents have raised a number of concerns. The AHGA submission has shown conclusively that there will be no impact by bumblebees in relation to these issues:

.
Increased rates of pollination, gene flow and seed set among agricultural and environmental weeds

.
Impacts on seed set of native plants caused by nectar and pollen removal by B. terrestris and by potential failure of B. terrestris to correctly contact the anthers or stigmas 

.
Impacts on native bee and native insect pollinators from competition for nectar and pollen 

.
Impacts on native vertebrates, especially threatened species, which utilize nectar and pollen resources from competition with B. terrestris 

.
Impacts on native animals or bees from competition for nest sites 

.
The potential impacts on the lifestyle and health of humans should

B. terrestris establish in or near human settlements. 

4.
General

The AHGA is entirely satisfied that certified clean stock in managed hives can safely be brought to the Australian mainland for pollination of greenhouse crops, while presenting negligible risk to the environment, even should escapes occur. Only two of the 40 countries currently enjoying bumblebee technology, Japan and Israel, claim deleterious effects on their local flora or fauna, and none of these claims has been substantiated. Importation of bumblebees into Japan has been permitted to continue, and

concerns in Israel have abated while use of its native bumblebee species has expanded. New Zealand has been successfully rearing and using bumblebees for many years, with no negative effects identified. These facts are entirely at odds with claims by Australian opposition groups that "all hell will break loose" if bumblebees are allowed to leave Tasmania for the mainland, and that their impact has been "devastating" in Tasmania. There is no evidence to substantiate this doom and gloom scenario. Bumblebees will not change

their benign character when they reach the mainland, and area of potential establishment is very limited climatically. 

Each area of the Terms of Reference of the environmental impact assessment has been carefully addressed to ensure that no environmental issue was missed. This definitive study confirms that importation, particularly with the safeguards outlined, should be approved as representing no risk to the Australian environment while conferring substantial benefits to the greenhouse domestic and export sector and to the health of the general public through reduced pesticide use.

Please address your letter to:

Hon Tony Burke

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

If you do not feel confident about writing a letter you can adopt the following format and add a brief comment in point form on the economic and environmental benefits of bumblebees from the above information. If you need further assistance you can contact Saskia Blanch, Administrator, AHGA 02

9339 5993/0414 333 996.

Thank you for your support. 

Yours sincerely,

Graeme Smith

President AHGA

Blank letter for you to complete if you need assistance

(Your address)

(Date)

The Hon Tony Burke

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Minister,

The protected cropping industry has a submission before your government to import bumblebees onto mainland Australia. The reason is to propose a commercial pollination service to greenhouse tomato, capsicum and eggplant crops grown under strict bio-security conditions. The Australian industry has been eagerly awaiting this technology as it will have significant economic impact on and enhance the international competitiveness of greenhouse producers.

( Insert a few reasons for the list provided why bumblebees will be important to this industry).

Yours sincerely

(Signature)

(Printed name)

For further information;

Saskia Blanch

Administrator - Editor

AUSTRALIAN HYDROPONIC & GREENHOUSE ASSOCIATION

PO Box 538 NARRABEEN NSW 2101

phone 0414 333 996   ph/fax 02 9939 5993

administrator@ahga.org.au   www.ahga.org.au
